


Dear Reader:

The Center for Lao studies is pleased to publish the Lao Prim-

er on the occasion of the Second International Conference on 

Lao Studies held at Arizona State University in May 2007. 

The Primer was originally published in 1965 by the Ministry 

of Education of the Royal Lao government.  Pragmatics In-

ternational, Inc. in cooperation with UNHCR later published 

it in 1982 for the purpose of distributing it to the Lao refu-

gees in the refugee camps and the Lao diaspora.  Our goal 

for producing the Lao Primer is solely to increase literacy in 

the Lao language among Lao overseas and those who already 

have basic knowledge of spoken Lao.  The Center for Lao 

Studies kept the original writing style, grammar, vocabulary, 

and spelling as they appeared in the original book under the 

Royal Lao Government, which differs from the Lao language 

style used in today’s Laos.

We hope you find this book to be helpful in assisting you to 

read and write Lao. 

Thank you for your support and for continuing to keep a 

strong interest in the Lao language.  

Phoumy Sayavong, Ph.D.
Secretary
Center for Lao Studies
San Francisco, CA USA





Laotian American Society, commonly referred to 
as LAS, is a non-profit organization committed to 
being a resource to all people of ethnic origins na-
tive to Laos or have ties to Lao culture and heri-
tage.  We strive to improve quality of life, education, 
health, and welfare by organizing and sponsoring 
educational, cultural, social, and other related ac-
tivities as well as promoting communication and 
educating the public about issues relating to the 
Laotian community.

We are proud to support the Center for Lao Stud-
ies.  We are grateful to be a part of the Asian Pacific 
American Council and to be able to partner with 
so many other local Asian American organizations 
such as the National Association of Asian American 
Professionals (NAAAP-Atlanta), the Organization of 
Chinese-Americans (OCA), the Malaysian Associa-
tion of Georgia (MAG) and the Asian Cultural Ex-
perience (ACE), to name a few.  

Through the dedication of volunteers, the support 
of other associations, corporate sponsors, small 
business sponsors, and personal donors LAS has 
been recognized nationally and internationally for 
community service and continuing efforts to pro-
mote higher education in the Laotian community.  
Thank you all for your past, present and future 
support.
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Attorney Into Champon, a refugee from Laos, his daughter, and son.



DONORS

Gold
• Into Champon & Assoc., A Law Corporation

http://www.intolaw.com/ 
• Touk Ken

Silver
• Center for Hmong Studies 

http://www.csp.edu/hmongcenter/
• Laotian American Society 

www.lasga.org 
• Bounheng Inversin 

• Dha and Touk Sinatha 

Bronze
• Terry Miller 

• Jack Rattanavong 
• Lao Laan-Xang Restaurant 

• Inhouane and Bounchanh Senthavong 
• Soutchay and Lily Vongsavanh 

Others
• Vilay Chaleunrath

• Maria Carmen Domingo Kirk
• Penelope V. Flores 

• Thao Phone Khoxayo
• Paul H. Melbostad

• Phongsee Penn 
• Thiphasone Phimviengkham

• Khampa Sidavong
• Rassami Souryasack 
























































